
 QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT BO 
 
Q-1.  (a) When Hashem told Moshe to meet Pharaoh at his palace, He said “bo” (come), but when He had told Moshe to meet Pharaoh at the water (7:15), 
why did He say “lech” (go)? (b) Since Pharaoh was an absolute ruler, why did Hashem also need to harden the hearts of his servants (2 views)? (c) What 
did the Mitzrim wear around their necks for the last 3 plagues? (d) Why does 10:2 specify that Hashem did the miracles in Mitzrayim “in order that you will 
tell your son and grandson” (2 views)? (e) (1) What was the “ra’ah” (evil) that Pharaoh said will confront Bnei Yisrael (2 views)? (2) How did this word affect 
Moshe’s defense of Bnei Yisrael after the cheit ha’eigel? (f) (1) Since, for all of the previous plagues, Moshe and Aharon left Pharaoh’s presence on their 
own, why, for arbeh (locusts) did they wait now until Pharaoh drove them out? (2) What reason did Moshe give for requiring that all of Bnei Yisrael, not just 
the men, but also women and children, must be released to serve Hashem? (3) What crops did the arbeh consume that were spared by the barad (hail) (2 
views)? (g) (1) Why were the Mitzrim (i) at first pleased with the arbeh? (ii) then disappointed? (2) When 10:14 says, “before it, there was never a locust-
swarm like it, and after it, there will not be its equal,” does this mean that no locusts would ever again cause destruction in Mitzrayim? (Shemot 10:1-2,10-
14)  
 
A-1.  (a) “Bo” indicates that Hashem would accompany Moshe to the palace, but since Pharaoh went to the river to relieve himself, Moshe went without 
Hashem, since speaking about His Presence there would have been disrespectful (Bechor Shor). (b) (1) Pharaoh’s servants inspired his oppression of 
Bnei Yisrael, and when Pharaoh lost heart, the servants turned even harder, and vice versa (Medrash haGadol). (2) Pharaoh feared he would be deposed 
if he let Bnei Yisrael go, and he wanted his servants’ agreement to keep enslaving them (Tanchuma). (c) Bo ties (S. Reinstein). (d) (1) After Ya’akov’s sons 
came to Mitzrayim, 3 generations of Bnei Yisrael lived there, and Hashem was speaking to them (Ba’al haTurim). (2) Bava Metzia 85a says that if 
someone, his son and grandson learn Torah together, it never will leave their consciousness, and learning about yetziat Mitzrayim with our offspring 
guarantees that we will “know Hashem” (Chida). (e) (1) Pharaoh (i) said that by taking the children, Moshe obviously was speaking evil, since he must have 
been lying about Bnei Yisrael’s returning (Onkelos). (ii) foresaw astrologically that the star Ra would greet them with bloody deaths, but he misunderstood, 
since the blood turned out to be that of brit mila, which Bnei Yisrael performed before eating the korban Pesach (Rashi). (2) Moshe argued, after the cheit 
ha’eigel, “why should Mitzrayim say, ‘be-Ra (with the star Ra), Hashem freed Bnei Yisrael, to kill them’” (32:12-14) – “Hashem then reconsidered haRa’ah” 
(what Ra would do) (Rashi). (f) (1) Previously, they came to Pharaoh on their own, but this time, they were forcibly brought to him and did not leave until 
forced to do so (Bechor Shor). (2) Moshe told Pharaoh that just like all of Bnei Yisrael were required to serve him, that all had to go now to serve Hashem; 
(3) (i) wheat and spelt, which had not yet ripened during the barad, but had matured during the arbeh (Medrash Lehach Tov). (ii) When the barad 
destroyed all of the trees, fruit fell to the ground, and the arbeh consumed anything edible that had fallen on the ground (Medrash Hagadol). (g) (1) (i) 
Locust was a delicacy, and the Mitzrim, hungry for meat after dever (pestilence) killed all of their animals, pickled the arbeh, so that they could eat them; (ii) 
when Moshe prayed to end the plague, all of the locusts, even those they had pickled, vanished (Shemot Raba). (2) Yes, Rabbeinu Chananel says that 
when locusts later invaded Eretz Yisrael and other neighboring lands, there was, miraculously, no locust in Mitzrayim (Ramban).  
 
 
Q-2.  (a) Since Mishlei 21:27 says, “a villain’s sacrifice is an abomination“, how could Moshe tell the evil Pharaoh that he would accept Pharaoh’s offerings 
to Hashem (2 explanations)? (b) Why did Moshe insist that in order for Bnei Yisrael to serve Hashem, Pharaoh must allow Bnei Yisrael to take every single 
animal of their livestock from Mitzrayim (2 reasons)? (c) (1) How did the plague of choshech differ from normal darkness? (2) Why did the plague last only 
6 days, unlike the previous makot, that lasted for 7 days? (Shemot 10:25-29)  
 
A-2.  (a) Moshe spoke (1) about accepting cattle that Pharaoh had stolen from Bnei Yisrael (Sfat Emet). (2) only figuratively, since all of Pharaoh’s animals 
already had died in the plagues (Ba’al haTurim). (b) (1) Bnei Yisrael had offered no korbanot for 210 years, and if Hashem asked for compensation for all 
of the missed korbanot, Bnei Yisrael would need to sacrifice all of the animals that they possessed, and even that might not be enough (Shemot Raba). (2) 
Since any animals that Pharaoh possessed might have been unacceptable to Hashem since they may have been used for idolatry or immorality, Bnei 
Yisrael needed all of their animals to assure they had enough “kosher” animals to serve Hashem (Abarbanel). (c) (1) Unlike natural darkness, which is 
merely an absence of light, the darkness of the plague, first, had substance – then, the darkness thickened, and it did not allow the Mitzrim to move 
(Rashi). (2) Hashem reserved one day of choshech for when the Mitzrim pursued Bnei Yisrael to the Yam Suf, and He inflicted one day of choshech on 
them before keri’at Yam Suf (Shemot Raba). 
 
 
Q-3.  (a) Why does 12:1-2  (1) specify that Hashem commanded the calendar laws “be’eretz (in the land of) Mitzrayim”? (2) say “this month shall be for 
you” (3 views)? (3) not give names to the months? (4) Why did Bnei Yisrael begin using Persian/Babylonian names for the months? (5) Since the 
Sanhedrin required only 2 witnesses to declare Rosh Chodesh, why did they interview every witness who appeared? (b) Why did Hashem now instruct 
Moshe to tell Bnei Yisrael to request silver and gold from the Mitzrim? (c) (1) As the plague of choshech ended, why did Moshe immediately warn Pharaoh 
about makat bechorot? (2) Why did Pharaoh think that makat bechorot would not be such a horrible plague? (3) Why was he wrong? (d) Why does 11:5 
mention “bechor” 4 times – (1) every bechor? and the bechor of (2) Pharaoh? (3) a maidservant? and (4) every animal? (e) (1) Since, when the Angel of 
Death comes, dogs howl (Bava Kama 60b), why were dogs silent during makat bechorot? (2) Why did Hashem want dogs to be silent? (3) What was the 
dogs’ reward for not barking during the maka? (Shemot 11: 5,7;12: 1-3,12) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) Hashem commanded all of the other mitzvot to Moshe at Sinai, but since He commanded this mitzvah of kiddush ha-chodesh in Mitzrayim only 
and did not repeat it at Sinai, the Torah specifies that; (2) since Hashem was speaking to Moshe and Aharon, who, at that time, were the representatives of 
Bnei Yisrael, (i) the Torah informs us that kiddush ha-chodesh, with Nisan as the 1st month, is a mitzvah that applies for all times; (ii) the leaders of the 
Sanhedrin of each generation, like Moshe and Aharon, are responsible to do this mitzvah of designating the date(s) of Rosh Chodesh, i.e., accepting or 
rejecting evidence concerning Rosh Chodesh is in the Sanhedrin’s hands; (iii) although Tishrei actually is the beginning of the year from Creation (34:22), 
all generations should look at Nisan as the beginning, since that is when Bnei Yisrael’s redemption from Mitzrayim started; (3) since the month of yetzi’at 
Mitzrayim is the 1st month of the calendar, any mention of a date with a numbered month recalls yetzi’at Mitzrayim for us, and we fulfill the mitzvah to 
remember yetzi’at Mitzrayim every time we mention a date; (4) by using these names, we recall Hashem’s redemption of Bnei Yisrael from galut Bavel 
(Ramban). (5) They did not want to discourage witnesses from coming to testify another time (Rosh Hashana 23a). (b) Hashem had told Avraham that his 
offspring would be “in a land not their own” for 400 years, beginning with Yitzchak’s birth, and with that period now complete, Bnei Yisrael were about to 
leave Mitzrayim, and Moshe had to fulfill Hashem’s promise to Avraham that they would leave with great wealth (Rashi). (c) (1) Since Pharaoh told Moshe 
after choshech, “do not see my face anymore”, Moshe had to warn him then, since Pharaoh instructed him never to return to the palace (Rashi). (2) 
Pharaoh thought that since there were not more than a few hundred bechorim in Mitzrayim who would die during the plague, makat bechorot would have a 
minimal effect on Mitzrayim’s population; (3) Pharaoh did not realize that due to Mitzri immorality, each woman had many bechorim from different men, and 
each man had many bechorim from different women, multiplying the deaths (Medrash Hagadol). (d) The maka killed 4 types of firstborn, i.e., (1) the most 
important member of each house, and the firstborns of each (2) man, (3) woman, and (4) animal (Ba’al haTurim). (e) (1) Hashem, not the Angel, slew the 
firstborns – dogs were silent in His honor; (2) dogs, signifying insatiable materiality (Yeshayahu 56:11), could not bark at the highly spiritual Bnei Yisrael; 
(3) Shemot 22:30 directs that treifa meat be thrown to the dogs (R. Bechaya).   
 
 
Q-4.  (a) What does “Pesach” mean (2 views)? (b) In Parashat Bo, which 5 of the 613 mitzvot are mitzvot asei (positive mitzvot) on (1) erev Pesach? or (2) 
Pesach’s 1st night? (c) Which 11 mitzvot lo ta’aseh (negative mitzvot) in Bo are prohibitions on Pesach? (d) Why did Hashem command that a lamb be 



offered as the korban Pesach (2 reasons)? (e) (1) When did those enrolled in a group to eat the korban Pesach have to be designated? (2) If someone 
also offered a korban chagiga, why did it have to be eaten before the korban Pesach? (3) Since cooking the korban Pesach in liquid was banned, was 
basting it in liquid, which it was roasting, permitted? (4) Could it be roasted using a metal skewer? (5) Since breaking the korban Pesach’s bones was 
banned, was cutting the bones at the joints banned? (6) When was the gid ha-nasheh removed? (f) (1) What were the “elohei Mitzrayim” that Hashem said 
He will punish (2 views)? (2) Why does He end this statement with “Ani Hashem” (I am Hashem) (2 views)? (Shemot 12:4-13:8) 
 
A-4.  (a) Hashem killed the Mitzrim’s firstborns, by (1) “passing over” Bnei Yisrael’s homes (Rashi). (2) “having mercy” on Bnei Yisrael (Targum Yonatan). 
(b) To (1) (i) slaughter a male sheep or goat for the korban Pesach (Shemot 12:6 – Sefer haChinuch – Mitzvah 5); (ii) remove all chametz from our 
dwellings (12:15 – Mitzvah 9); (2) (iii) eat the meat of the korban Pesach (12:8 – Mitzvah 6); (iv) eat matza (12:18 – Mitzvah 10); (v) retell the story of 
yetziat Mitzrayim (13:8 – Mitzvah 21). (c) Not to (1) eat Pesach meat raw or cooked in water (12:9 – Mitzvah 7); (2) leave Pesach meat until morning (12:10 
– Mitzvah 8); (3) possess chametz (12:19 – Mitzvah 11); (4) eat any chametz food (12:20 – Mitzvah 12); (5) give an apostate Jew to eat the korban Pesach 
(12:43 – Mitzvah 13); (6) give korban Pesach to observers of only the 7 mitzvot of Bnei Noach or to a hired laborer (12:45 – Mitzvah 14); (7) carry Pesach 
meat outside the home (12:46 – Mitzvah 15); (8) break a bone of the korban Pesach (12:46 – Mitzvah 16); (9) give Pesach meat to an uncircumcised male 
(12:48 – Mitzvah 17); (10) eat chametz (13:3 – Mitzvah 19); (11) have chametz seen in our dwellings (13:7 – Mitzvah 20). (d) (1) Sheep were a Mitzri god, 
and slaughtering the Mitzri god atoned for Bnei Yisrael’s idol worship in Mitzrayim; (2) when Bnei Yisrael saw Mitzri gods tied to their bedposts while the 
Mitzrim were powerless to take action against them, Bnei Yisrael strengthened their belief in Hashem (Shemot Raba). (e) (1) While the lamb was still alive; 
(2) since the korban Pesach had to be eaten “la-sova” (to satisfaction), all other food eaten that night had to be eaten before it; (3) the roasting meat could 
be basted with wine, honey, oil, fruit juice or other liquid, but not with water; (4) No, the korban had to be roasted in the fire, not cooked by the metal where 
it touches the meat; (5) no, one could not sever the joints; (6) after the lamb was roasted, the gid ha-nasheh was cut away and discarded, unlike with 
respect to other animals for which the gid ha-nasheh was discarded before cooking (Rambam – Hilchot Korban Pesach 2:1;8:3,8-9;10:11). (f) (1) 
Mitzrayim’s (i) idols (Rashi). (ii) guardian angel (Ramban). (2) To tell us that (i) Hashem will carry out the plague, not any angel or messenger (Rashi – from 
the Hagada). (ii) There was no heavenly power that could stop Hashem from carrying out makat bechorot (Ramban).   
 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) Since we may not possess chametz on all of Pesach’s 7 days, why does 12:15 say to nullify chametz “ba-yom ha-rishon” (on the 1st day), 
since we must nullify it on erev Pesach? (2) How do we know that it does not mean “the 1st day”? (3) Why is “rishon” spelled without a vav? (b) (1) Why is 
“matzot” (12:18) spelled without a vav? (2) How do we fulfill, “u-shemartem et ha-matzot” (you shall guard the matzot)? (3) Since 12:20 says, “you shall eat 
matzah ‘bechol moshvoteichem’” (in all the places you reside), could one fulfill the mitzvah by eating matzah made from (i) ma’aser sheini grain, which 
could be eaten only in Yerushalayim? (ii) bikurim (1st fruit) grain? (c) From which verse do learn that on the 1st night of Pesach, we must eat (1) the korban 
Pesach? (2) maror? (3) matzah? (d) (1) Why does the Torah call the 1st night of Pesach, “leil shimurim” (5 explanations)? (2) What 5 laws or customs are 
connected to the Seder night being leil shimurim? (Shemot 12:15-20,27,42) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) Here, “ba-yom ha-rishon” means “the previous day”, not the 1st day (Rashi). (2) 23:8 and 34:25 say that one may not slaughter the korban 
Pesach while owing chametz, and since the korban Pesach was slaughtered on erev Pesach, all chametz had to be removed by then (Rambam – Hilchot 
Chametz uMatzah 2:1). (3) The missing vav teaches that the ban on chametz begins after erev Pesach’s 6th (vav) hour (Ba’al haTurim). (b) (1) We are 
required to eat matzot on the 1st day, and the missing vav teaches that on the other 6 days, eating matza is optional (Rokeach). (2) By protecting the 
matzah from becoming chametz and guarding the grain from coming in contact with water from the time it is harvested; (3) (i) yes, because ma’aser sheini 
grain could be redeemed and then eaten everywhere; (ii) no, because there was no way that bikurim could be eaten everywhere; (c) (1) 12:27 says, 
“va’amartem zevach Pesach” (and you shall say it is the Pesach offering); (2) 1:14 says, “va-yemareru et chayeyhem” ([the Mitzrim] embittered their lives); 
(3) 12:18 says, “ba’erev tochlu matzot” (in the evening, eat matzot) (Hilchot Chametz uMatzah 5:9;6:8;8:4) (d) (1) It was the night (i) that Hashem shamar 
(anticipated) 430 years earlier at Brit Bein haBesarim that Bnei Yisrael would leave Mitzrayim (Rashi). (ii) on which Hashem shamar (protected) Bnei 
Yisrael from makat bechorot (ibn Ezra). (iii) that Hashem shamar (determined) that Bnei Yisrael were worthy of geula (Sforno). (iv) which is shamur 
(designated) for the future geula (redemption) (Ba’al haTurim). (v) for Bnei Yisrael lishmor (to observe) eating the korban Pesach annually (Chizkuni). (2) 
Since we are protected, (i) we drink 4 cups, although drinking an even number of cups is harmful (Pesachim 109b). (ii) we recite only Shema and haMapil 
before sleep, not the other protective prayers (Shulchan Aruch 481:2). (iii) we open the door for Eliyahu haNavi (Shulchan Aruch 480:1). (iv) if the Seder is 
on Friday night, some do not recite mei’ein sheva (the abridged amida) in ma’ariv, which is a protective prayer for mitpalelim returning home after dark 
(Shulchan Aruch 487:1). (v) it is a custom to eat shumar (fennel) – its name suggests “shimurim” (Ramban – Orchot Chaim 27).  
 
 
Q-6.  (a) How do we know that Bnei Yisrael’s leaders periodically must add a 13th month to the calendar year? (b) When 13:5 says, “you shall tell your son 
on that day, saying, ‘ba’avur zeh’ (because of this), Hashem did on my behalf when I left Mitzrayim”, (1) to what does “zeh” (this) refer (3 views)? (2) to 
which son is this response directed at the Seder? (c) Why is the donkey the only non-kosher animal whose firstborn had to be redeemed (4 views)? (d) (1) 
Why do we wear tefilin? (2) Why are head tefilin called “totafot” (4 views)?  (Shemot 13:4-16)  
 
A-6.  (a) Since Pesach must always occur in chodesh ha’aviv (the spring season), a month must be added regularly since the solar year is approximately 
11 days longer than 12 lunar months (Ramban). (b) (1) We (i) separate “zeh” – firstborn males – for the miracles that Bnei Yisrael saw (Ramban). (ii) do 
“zeh” – the mitzvot of matza and maror – for what Hashem did for us (ibn Janach). (iii) eat matza and refrain from chametz for “zeh” – yetziat Mitzrayim (ibn 
Ezra). (2) While the Hagada directs this to the son who does not know how to ask, Rashi says that it is implicitly for the wicked son, who would not have 
observed “zeh,” i.e., the mitzvot of korban Pesach, matza and maror, and would not have been worthy to leave Mitzrayim (Vilna Gaon). (c) (1) Since the 
firstborn Mitzrim are likened to donkeys (Yechezkeil 23:20), this mitzvah reminds us of makat bechorot (Rashi). (2) When leaving Mitzrayim, Bnei Yisrael 
had no horses, camels or wagons to carry their wealth, and they used donkeys, which are redeemed to recall yetziat Mitzrayim (Midrash Tehilim 105). (3) 
Donkeys normally could not have carried all that Bnei Yisrael took from Mitzrayim, and they did this miraculously and attained a degree of kedusha, 
resulting in our having to redeem their firstborn (Sforno). (4) Donkeys represent material wealth, and redeeming them for sheep, which, like the korban 
Pesach, are dedicated to Hashem, teaches us to dedicate our wealth to serve Him (Hirsch). (d) (1) Hashem wants us to place a written record of yetziat 
Mitzrayim on our arm, opposite our heart, and on our head, opposite our brain, which will result in our faithfully carrying out the mitzvot (Ramban). (2) (i) 
Head tefilin contains 4 totafot (“housings”) for 4 passages; (ii) “tot” in Katpi means 2, and “fot” in Afriki means 2, for the 4 passages (Rashi). (iii) Totafot 
means “declare”, and by wearing tefilin, we proclaim yetziat Mitzrayim; (iv) Totafot means ”ornament”, surrounding the head from ear to ear (Ramban).  
 
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, whom does Yirmiyahu describe as locusts that will destroy Mitzrayim? (Yirmiyahu 46:23)  
 
A-7.  The army of Bavel’s king Nevuchadretzar (Metzudat David).  


